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We Gather Together 
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In my passport countryƛthe United 
Statesƛwe often celebrate the   
harvest around the holiday of 
Thanksgiving. Proclaimed as a     
federal holiday on the fourth  
Thursday in November by American 
president Abraham Lincoln in 1864, 
Thanksgiving Day is an important 
and quintessential American holi-
day. When my family and friends 
gather around the table, it is our  
tradition for all those gathered to 
share what they are thankful for in 
their lives and our world. Some-
times people share that they are 
thankful for new opportunities or 
relationships, for recovering health 
situations, for inȉuential people in their lives, for 
political leaders having the courage to do what is 
right and honorable. We give thanks for God and 
the work of the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us. 
 

Giving Thanks 
As we head into the Harvest Festival and gather 
around the Table together, I oȇer my thanks to 
God. I give thanks for the opportunity to serve 
our wonderful community and give thanks for our 
congregational leaders who work tirelessly to 
serve Christ and the Church. I give thanks for 
friends who helped make Vienna home this past 
year. I give thanks for opportunities to travel and 
discover new places like Israel/Palestine and   
Uzbekistan.  

I am also thankful for political leaders particular-
ly in my passport country who seek to uphold  
human dignity, welcoming the stranger, racial 
diversity and equality, and care for the poor. 

The Thanksgiving Song 
In the land of my birth, you oft hear ƟWe Gather 
TogetherƠ sung during the harvest time as      
communities assemble to oȇer thanksgiving to 
God for the yearly bounty. It goes 

 
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
He chastens and hastens His will to make 
known; the wicked oppressing now cease 
from distressing; sing praises to His Name, He 
forgets not His own.  

In a short time we will gather together to ask the 
LordƝs blessing and give thanks that we have not 
been forgotten in the midst of lifeƝs turbulent 
storms. 
 

Prayer for Elections  
As many of you are aware, we have Austrian     
federal parliamentary elections on Sunday,       
October 15th. It is coincidently the same day as 
the Harvest Festival. For some in our congrega-
tion, they will go to the polls to vote before they 
come to the Harvest Festival to make their oȇer-
ings and ask for GodƝs blessing.  

Like many elections across Europe this year, the 
campaign season has been particularly diȊcult. It 
is imperative as ChristƝs followers to pray for the 
elections in the following days and weeks. We 
pray for courageous and wise leaders who share 
ChristƝs concern for the poor, the downtrodden, 
the outcast, and the alien.  

We must also remember our obligations to do  
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our 
God. Our ballots have real implications on our 
communal life. We must ask ourselves and our 
politicians how policy positions align to our  
Christian values of love, forgiveness, human    
dignity, care for creation, and mercy. Almighty 
God, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
The Rev. Matthew A. Laferty is pastor of the English-Speaking 
United Methodist Church of Vienna. He received a Master of 
Divinity degree from Yale University in 2011. He is an avid 
listener to podcasts and audiobooks. 



Looking Back Last Month 

18,000 at Reformation Fest 
18,000 people gathered for the        
Reformation Festival on Saturday,       
September 30th at the Vienna      
Rathausplatz. The festival was in celebra-
tion of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. 

The event was sponsored jointly by the 
Lutheran, Reformed, and Methodist 
churches of Austria.  

The day was Ȉlled with concerts, speech-
es, activities for the kids, networking, and 
fellowship. The United Methodist Church 
in Austria had a special tent to highlight 
our history, share information about our 
church, and hear from current members 
and pastors about why it is important for 
Christians to build bridges. The theme for 
the Methodist tent was ƟBuilding Bridges. 
Connecting PeopleƠ and featured actual 
wooden bridge-building led by Graz lay 
pastor Frank Moritz-Jauk. Recorded      
interviews from ESUMC members Oscar 
van Rooy, Doreen Ighama, Andrew 
Stones, and Pastor Matthew on the 
Ɵbuilding bridgesƠ theme can be found at 
www.emk.at/fest500. 

Many ESUMC members were sighted at 
the event. Pastor Matthew, Doreen Igha-
ma, Natalie Scherer, and Audrey Scherer 
were spotted at the international congre-
gations tent giving hugs and handshakes 
for free(dom) which was a play on the 
Reformation celebration theme 
ƟFreedom and ResponsibilityƠ.  Other 
ESUMC members came throughout the 
sunny day, while others in the evening to 
enjoy the concerts. Thank you to all who 
attended the celebration! 

Church Hike Successful 
Over 40 children and adults gathered for the an-
nual church hike on Sept. 2nd. The group was 
hosted by ESUMC member Andrew Stones at his 
home in Gruenbach am Schneeberg. Two diȇerent 
hikes were oȇeredƛgentler or steeper. The over-
cast day provided ideal cooler temperatures for 
hiking. After the hikes, there was a massive BBQ 
and picnic. Thank you to George Acknowu and  
Sarah Brustmann for organizing the hike! 

Former ESUMC Pastor to Visit 
Former ESUMC pastor Kathy Young will be visiting 
Vienna from 12-23 October. She will help lead 
the Harvest Festival and will preach on Sunday, 
October 22nd. A special luncheon is being orga-
nized on Oct. 22nd (see next page for details). 
Pastor Kathy served ESUMC from 2011-2015 and 
then went into retirement. She currently lives in 
Montana, USA. We welcome Pastor Kathy back to 
Vienna and ESUMC! 



Looking Ahead in October and Beyond 

The 2017 ESUMC Harvest Festival is Sunday,     
October 15th at 11:15. The festival is the largest 
worship service of the year. Members are invited 
to bring special oȇerings for the oȇering proces-
sions. All ESUMC choirs will sing during the festi-
val. Receive special blessings for your oȇerings 
as you give thanks to God for the abundant       
harvest this past year. 

Former ESUMC pastor Kathy Young will be assist-
ing Pastor Matthew in leading the service. Pastors 
Aileen Hackl and Tom Garrison will also be     
helping lead the service.  

All participants are invited to bring a special food 
dish from their country to share in the interna-
tional food buȇet after the worship service.  

Invite a friend, bring your family, tell a neighbor! 
Come and praise God as we thank the Lord for the 
bountiful blessings we have received.   

Harvest Festival is Sunday, October 15th 
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Families Fellowship Group Meets on 
October 14th 
The Families Fellowship, formerly the Young Fam-
ilies Group, will meet for a family-friendly hike on 
Saturday, October 14th. The group will meet at 
the U3 Ottakring station at 10:30. The hike will 
last until 13:30 in order for participants to assist 
with the Harvest Festival setup. Melissa Scherer, 
the group organizer, says that the Families Fel-
lowship is focused on Ɵfamilies with children 10 
and above. However, our meetings are also open 
to families with younger children should they Ȉnd 
that our topic of discussion or activity is of inter-
est to them too.Ơ 

For more information about the Families Fellow-
ship or the Oct. 14th hike, please contact Melissa 
Scherer at familyscherer@yahoo.com. 

Harvest Festival Setup on Oct. 14th 
The Harvest Festival setup is scheduled for       
Saturday, October 14th from 14:00-15:30 at 
ESUMC. All hands are need to move tables, deco-
rate, and prepare for our largest worship service 
of the year.  

WomenƝs Group Event on October 21st 
The ESUMC womenƝs group will meet on Saturday, 
October 21st from 18:00-20:00 in the  fellowship 
area at the church. All women in the church are 
welcome to attend. The meeting topic is Christian 
mediation. Participants are requested to bring a 
food dish to share for the potluck meal. Childcare 
available if requested in advance. Contact Rachel 
Allen at allenrachelf@gmail.com. 
 

Teachers Needed! 
We are looking for new teachers and assistants to 
teach Sunday School. If you are interested in 
teaching or would like more information, please 
contact Tinu Aganga-Williams at                             
atinukeaganga_williams@hotmail.com.  

Calling All Children to Sing 
 The childrenƝs choir is looking for any children 
that like to sing.  If your child is aged 6 or older 
and is interested in participating in the children 
or youth choirs, please let Deborah Koll-Petty 
know at kolpe@gmx.at.  

Bible Study Returns on Oct. 25 
The Wednesday evening Bible study resumes on 
Oct. 25th at 18:30, starting with a light supper. 

Group Lunch on Oct. 22nd 
A group lunch (self-pay)  is being organized for 
Sunday, Oct. 22 for anyone who would like to 
spend more time together after the service and 
fellowship hour. Time and location:  2:15 pm at 
Brandauer Schlossbräu. Former pastor Kathy 
Young, will be visiting. If you plan to attend, 
please inform Jennifer Meidl by Thursday, Oct. 19, 
at 0676/310 5220 or jmeidl@chello.at. 

All SaintsƝ Sunday is Nov. 5th 
ESUMC will celebrate All SaintsƝ Sunday on      
Sunday, November 5th. You are invited to bring a 
candle to light during the service to remember 
those who have died.  


